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AAA abdominal aortic ancurysm

ABCs airway, breathing, circulation

ABG arterial blood gas

ACE angiotensin- converting enzyme
ACLS advanced cardiac life support

ACTH adrenocorticotropic hormone

AF atrial fibrillation

AFB acid-fast bacillus

AFL air- fluid level

AIDS acquired immune deficiency syndrome
AKA alcoholic ketoacidosis

ALP alkaline phosphatase

ALT alanine aminotransfrase (SGPT)
ALTE apparent life- threatening event

AMS altered mental status

ANUG acute necrotizing ulcerative gingivitis
ARDS acute respiratory distress syndrome
ASO allele- specific oligonuacleoside

AST aspartate aminotransferase (SGOT)
ATLS advanced trauma life support

ATN acute tubular necrosis

AVM arteiovenous malformation

AVPU alert..verbal. Painful. unresponsive (neurologic test)
B

BBB bundle branch block

BhCG beta human chorionic gounadotropin
BHP benign prostatic bypertrophy

BPP biophysical profile

BUN blood urea nitrogen

C

CABG coronary artery bypass grafting

CAD coronary artery disease

CAP community —acquired pneumonia
CAPD chronic ambulatory peritoneal dialysis
CCU critical care unit

CDC centers for disease control and prevention
CFI closed fist injury

Chem 7 panel of electrolytes (Na .K. CL.CO,.BUN.Cr .glucose ) (see SMA- 7)
CHF congestive heart failure

CK creatine kinase

CK- MBcreatine kinase, myocardial bound
CI chloride



CMV cytomegalovirus

CNS central nervous system

CcO carbon monoxide

CcO2 carbon dioxide

CHOb carboxyhemoglobin

COPD chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
CPAP continuous positive airway pressure
CPK creatinine phosphokinase

CPM central pontine myelinolysis

CPR cardiopulmonary resuscitation

C& S culture and sensitivity

CSF cerebrospinal fluid

CT computed tomography

CVA cerebrovascular accident

CXR chest x - ray

D

D solution of 10% dextrose

D 55 solution of 25% dextrose

D 5 solution of 50% dextrose

DBP diastolic blood pressure

D&C dilatation and curettage

DIC disseminated intravascular coagulation
DKA diabetic ketoacidosis

D, NS 5% dextrose in normal saline

DOE dysponea on exertion

DPL diagnostic peritoneal lavage

DS double strength

DTR keep tendon reflex

DTs delirium tremens

DVT deep venous thrombosis

D, W 5% dextrose in water

EBV Epstein-Bar virus

ECG electrocardiogram

ED Emergency department

EDTA ethylenediamine tetra acetic acid
EEG electroencephalogram

EGD esophagogastroduodenoscoy

ELISA enzyme- linked immunosrbent assay
EMG clectromyogram

EMS emergency medical service

ENT ear, nose, throat

EOM extra ocular movement

ERCP endoscope retrograde cholangiopancreatography
ESR erythrocyte sedimentation rate

ET end tracheal

F

Fab fragment, antigen binding

FDA US food and drug administration
FDPs fibrin degradation products

Fe Iron



FEV1 forced expiratory volume in 1 second

FFP Fresh frozen plasma
F1002 Fraction of inspired oxygen ( in percent )
4- MP fomepizole

G

GABA gamma- amino butyric acid
GABHS group A beta- hemolytic Streptococcus
GC gonococcus

GCS Glasgow Coma Scale

Gl gastrointestinal

GN glomerulonephritis

G,PD G-6phosphate dehydrogenase
GSW gunshot wound

gtt(s) drip(s) or drop(s)

Gu genitourinary

GYN gynecologic

H

HI H2 histamine blockers

H,O water

MAV hepatitis A virus

HBO hyperbaric oxygen

HBV hepatitis B virus

hCG human chorionic gonadotropin
Het hematocrit

HEENT head,ears,eyes,nose,and throat
Hgb hemoglobin

HIB haemophilus infleunzae type B
HIV human immunodeficiency virus
HPF high-power field

HUS hemolytic uremic syndrome

I

IBD inflammatory bowel disease

ICP intracranial pressure

ICU intensive care unit

1&D incision and drainage

IMV intermittent mandatory ventilation
INH isoniazide

INR international normalized ratio

10 interosseus

10P intraocular pressure

ITP idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura
IUD intrauterine device

IVP intravenous pyelogram

J

JVD jugular venous distention

K

KUB x-ray of kidneys, ureters, and bladder



L

LFTs
LLQ
LMP
LMWH
LP
LSD
LUQ

M

MAO
MAST
MCV
MMSE
MRA
MRI
MS
MSE
MVA
MVP

N

NAC
NAPQI
NMS
NSAIDs
NTG

O

ORIF
O&P
OoTC

P

PACs
PAT
PCP
PCR
PEA
PEEP
PICs
PND
PRBCs
PSVT
PT
PTT
PTU
PUD
PUVA
PVCs
PVD

R
Rh

liver function tests
left lower quadrant
last menstrual period
low molecular weight heparin
lumber puncture
lysergic aciddiethylamide
left upper quadrant

monoamine oxidase
military antishock trousers
mean corpuscular volume
Mini-Mental Status Examination
magnetic resonance angiography
magnetic resonance imaging
multiple sclerosis
mental status examination
motor vehicle accident
mitral valve prolaps

N-acetylcysteine
N-acetyl-p-benzoquinone imine
neuroleptic malignant syndrome
nonsteroidal anti inflamatory drugs
nitroglycerine

open reduction with internal fixation
ova and parasites
over-the-counter

premature atrial contraction
paroxysmal atrial tachycardia
Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia or phencyclidine
polymerase chain reaction
pulse less electrical activity
positive end-expiratory pressure
premature junctional contractions
paroxysmal nocturnal dyspnea
packed red blood cells
paroxysmal supravetricular tachycardia
prothrombine time
partial thromboplastin time
propylthiouracil
peptic ulcer disease
psoralen plus ultraviolet A
premature ventricular contractions
peripheral vascular disease

Rhesus factor



RIA radioimmunoassay

RLQ right lower quadrant

ROM range of motion

RPR rapid plasmin regain {test}

RSI rapid sequence intubation

RSV respiratory syncytial virus

RTA renal tubular acidosis

RUQ right upper quadrant

S

SAH subarachnaoid hemorrhage

SBE subacute bacterial endocarditis
SIADH syndrome of inappropriate secretion of antidiyretic hormone
SIDS sudden infant death syndrome

SIMV synchronized intermittent mandatory ventilation
SLE systemic lupus erythematosus

SMA-7 Sequential Multiple Analysis-7 tests(see Chem 7)
SSKI saturated solution of potassium iodide
SSSS staphylococcal scalded skin syndrome
SRSA slow-reacting substance of anaphylaxis
STD sexually transmitted disease

T

TB tuberculosis

TBSA total body surface area

T&C type and crossmatch

T&S type and screen

TEN toxic epidermal necrolysis

TFTs thyroid function tests

TIA transient ischemic attack

TIBC total iron binding capacity

™I temporomandibular joint

TMP-SMX trimethoprim sulfamethoxazole

TOA tubo-ovarian abscess

tPA tissue plasminogen activator

TPN total parenteral nutrition

TSH thyroid stimulating hormone
TSS toxic shock syndrome

U

US ultrasound

UTI urinary tract infections

\%

V/Q ventilation/perfusion ratio

VDRL Venereal Disease Research Laboratory {test}
VF ventricular fibrillation

VT ventricular tachycardia

VzZV varicella zoster virus

\%4

WBC white blood cell
WPW Wolff-Parkinson-White {syndrome}
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